Dyckia ‘Snowball’

SAN DIEGO BROMELIAD SOCIETY SHOW 2007 by Nancy Groves, Awards Chair. J Brom Soc 58(1): 32. 2008

The San Diego Bromeliad Show 2007 was spectacular, well attended, and had lots of participation from new members. Joe Quijada stole the show by winning the Mulford B. Foster Best of Show Horticulture award with his Dyckia (marnier-lapostollei v. estevesi

x fosteriana) x platyphylla; he also won the Morris Henry, Hobbs Best of Show Artistic award with his Encholirium horridum in a decorative container to which it was perfectly suited. Sweepstakes winner was Tom Knapik who always enters many beautiful Award of Merit and Blue Ribbon winners. Dallas Bradford managed our most successful sales ever. We all learned about each other's plants and cultivation techniques and most importantly, a good time was had by all.

Twenty-one total exhibitors placed 69 entries in Horticulture and 24 in Artistic receiving 35 awards of merit, 39 blue ribbons and 19 red ribbons

Dear Editor, see J Brom Soc 58(2): 52. 2008

Page 32 of the last Journal 58(1): 2008 highlights the problem caused by the Show rules continuing to allow grex formula for Show plants even though this was outlawed some 20 years ago when the BSI applied to become an ICRA ( International C:uluvar Registration Authority) and therefore abide by the ICNCP rules.

Is Joe Quijada the hybridist? If so, we should be able to get him to register his hy​brid and also register the seed parent (also a hybrid). Registration of a hybrid CAN be done at the time of entry to the competition with encouragement of the Show officials but we can do it now. Somehow, I think that the brackets have been ac​cidently moved. We know that (fosteriana x platyphylla) has been around for over 30 years having been done by E. Wurthmann. We know that Bob Spivey has hybridised D marnier-lapostollei var estevesii with (fosteriana x platyphylla) to give us the likes of `Ice Follies' and which is a very close formula to the name on the photograph shown. My plea is that if we are interested in cultivar identification we should all be recom​mending registration of the good hybrids because a grex formula only identifies the parents not the progeny. Few humans would want to be in this predicament. Derek Butcher, Cultivar Registrar 

From New York, Herb Plever comments: Dear Derek,

Les Graifman, our BSI director, sent me a copy of your letter to Andrew regarding the Dyckia hybrid. I agree with your comments with one correction. Obviously the parentheses are misplaced. The cross shown was between D. marnier-lapostolle var. estevesii x (D. fosteriana x D. platyphylla). But, this cross was made by Bob Spivey and it is registered as D. "Snowball". D. "Ice Follies" also by Spivey is a cross of D. marnier-​lapostolle var. estevesii x D. fosteriana. The photo of D. "Snowball" on fcbs.org looks exactly like the photo published in the journal. Herb 

Derek replies:

As Herb Plever points out, I should have said `Snowball' instead of `Ice Fol​lies' in my letter. AND of course I must always be accurate.

Information from Rob Spivey June 30th 2008

 The Dyckia on page 52 of March, April, Journal is not D. ‘Snowball’. There is only a few out and all of them are in the Houston Texas area. That plant was probably bought from Tropiflora nursery several years ago. If he likes the plant he can name it what ever he likes. I know this does not solve the over-all problem but it would be a start.

Best Bob

